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‘Pig Society, in its last Annual Account, has given some 
particulars of the closing scene of this truly venerable man, 
in extracts from a letter written by the Rev. Mr. Kothoff, da- 
ted at Tanjore, Dec. 31, 1799. We hope to be able hereafter 
to present our readers with memoirs of Mr. Swartz ; and, in 
the mean time, are happy to bring forward a detail so worthy 
of the public attention. 

‘“* From the beginning of January, to the middle of October 
1797, he pursued his labours in his ministerial office, and in 
his studies, with great fervour, under all the disadvantages 
of his advanced age. He preached every Sabbath im the 
English and Tamulian languages by turns, and on Wednes- 
days he preached a lecture in the Portuguese language, for 
the space of several weeks, and afterwards in the German 
language, to the privates who had been made prisoners on the 
island of Ceylon. 

“‘ He made likewise a journey to Trichinapally, and seve- 
ral times visited Vellam, (a town six miles from Tanjore), 
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in order to preach the word of God to some comrpanies of the 
51st regiment, stationed at that place, and to invite the hea~- 
thens to accept the blessings of the gospel. . 
‘© During the course of the week, he explained the New 
Testament in his usual order, ‘at morning and evening 
prayers, which was begun and concluded by singing some 
verses of anhymn; and he dedicated an hour every day, for 
instructing the Malabar school-children in the doctrines of 
Car istianity. He was very solicitous for their improvement 
n knowledge and piety, and particularly for those whom he 
sk chosen, and was training up for the service of the church; 
for whose benefit he wrote, during the latter part of his life, 
an explanation of the principal « doctrines of Christianity, an 
abridgment of Bishop Newton’s Exposition of the Revelati- 
on, and some other books. 
“ Though his strength and vigour were greatly impaired, 
yet his love to his flock constrained him to deny himself a 
great deal of that ease and repose which his great age re- 
‘quired, and to exert all his remaming strength fer their im- 
provement in true religion. He took a particular delight in 
visiting the members of his congregation, with whom he 
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er conversed freely upon the subject relating to their eternal in- 
he terest. He told them plainly whatever was blameable in 
| ed their conduct, and animated them, by every powerful argu- 
4 | ment, to walk worthy of their Christian profession. It was 


a a most pleasing sight, to see the little children flock to him 
with such joy as children feel on meeting their beloved pa- 


i 
m4 ' rent after some absence, and to observe his engaging and de- 
el lightful method, to lead them to the knowledge of God and 
of their duty. 


en iN “« He heard almost every day the accounts delivered by the 
p catechists, of their conversation with Christians, Papists, 


et an and Heathens, and the effects produced by it, and embraced 
sl Ht every opportunity of giving them directions for a wise and 
eit a faithful discharge of their office. 

Be hs ‘¢ His strength was visibly on the decline during the last 
bai \ | year of his fe. and he frequently spoke of his departure, to 


which he looked forward with 3 joy and delight. The com- 
mencement of his illness, which happened on the 7th of QOc- 
| tober 1797, consisted only of a cold and hoarseness, occasi- 
a Y oned by acheck of perspiration. Dr. Kennedy, who was 
his particular friend, gave him an emetic to remove the 
phlegm which was collected imhis chest; but he received ne 
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henefit from it, for after taking the emetic, he was afflicted 
with vomiting four or five times every day, so as to be al- 
most suffocated by it, and which lasted till the 27th of No- 
vember following. It was very afflicting to see the sufferings 
of our venerable father, and every remedy rendered fruitless, 
which was tried by that humane and excellent man, the late 
Dr. Stuart, who acted for Dr. Kennedy during his absence, 
and who was very attentive to Mr. Swartz during his illness. 
My affliction would have proved insupportable, if a merciful 
God had not strengthened and comforted me, through the 
unexpected arrival of the Rev. Mr. Jenicke, on the 4th of 
November 1797. 

‘¢ Under all his severe sufferings, he never uttered a single 
€xpression of impatience—his mind was always calm and se- 
rene. Once, when he suffered very severely, he said, “ If 
it be the will of the Lord to take me to himself, his will be 
done. May his name be praised !” 

‘¢ Although his strength was quite exhausted, and his body 
extremely emaciated through the frequent vomitings, yet, 
under all this calamity, he desired that the school children, 
and others who usually attended the evening prayers, should 
assemble in his parlour, where, after singing, he expoundeda 
portion of the holy Scriptures, in a very affecting manner, 
and concluded it with his fervent and importunate prayers. 
It was always his custom to hear the English school children 
read to him a few chapters out of the Bible after evening pray- 
er, and to hear them sing some of Dr. Watts’ hymns. During 
his illness, he seemed particularly pleased with that excellent 
hymn*, which begins with the following words : 

Far from our thoughts vain world be gone, 

‘Let my religious hours alone ; 

Fain would mine eyes my Saviour see, 

I wait a visit, Lord, from thee! 
He called it his beloved song, and desired the children to 
sing it frequently to him. 

‘“« He earnestly exhorted and entreated the heathens, who 
visited him in his illness, to forsake their idolatry, and to con- 
sider betimes the things which belonged to their peace. 
When one of them began relating, that wonderful things oc- 
cured in the town, our venerable father answered, ‘ The 
most wonderful thing is, that after hearing so often the doc- 
trines of Christianity, and being convinced of the truth of it, 


* Our readers will find this hymn in the Tabernacle Collection, No. 214. 
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you are, notwithstanding, backward to embrace and obey it.’ 
In conversing with another heathen of consequence, he ex- 
pressed his great regret at leaving him in his idolatry, when 
he was entering into eternity ; and added the following 
words, ‘ l have often exhorted and warned you, but you 
have hitherto disregarded it ; you esteem and honour the 
creature more than the Creator.’ 

“* On the 23d of November, he was visited by Serfogee, 
the present Rajah, then presumptive heir of the kingdom of 
‘Tanjore, and to whom Mr. Swartz was appointed guardian, 
by the late Tuljah Maha Rajah. On being informed that 
Serfogee Rajah, wished to see him, he let him know that he 
should come immediately, as he doubted whether he should 
survive till the next day. On his arrival, he received him 
very affectionately, and then delivered to him his dying 
charge, by which, though pronounced in broken language, 
the Rajah seemed to be deeply affected; the tenor of the 
speech was as follows : 

‘© After God has called me hence, I request you will be 
careful not to indulge a fondness for pomp and grandeur. 
You are convinced that my endeavours to serve you have 
betn disinterested; what I now request of you is, that you 
would be kind to the Christians. If they behave ill, let them 
be punished; butif they do well, shew yourself to them as 
their father and protector. 

‘¢ Asthe due administration of justice is indispensably ne- 
cessary for the prosperity and happiness of every state, I re- 
quest you will establish regular courts, and be careful that 
impartial justice be administered. I heartily wish you would 
renounce your idolatry, and serve and honor the only true 
God. May he be merciful and enable you to do it !” 

‘¢ Our venerable father then enquired whether he sometimes 
perused the Bible ; and concluded with very affecting exhor- 
tations, tobe mindful of the concerns of his immortal soul. 

“ The resident, Mr. Macleod, who had been on a visit to 
Trichinapally for some weeks, hearing on his arrival the ill 
state of Mr. Swariz’s health, had the kindness to send for 
Dr. Street from Trichinapally. The doctor arrived here on 
the first of December, and aiter consulting with Dr. Stuart, 
he recommended the tineture of steel to be taken with an in- 
fusion of bark, which, by the blessing of God, put a stop to 
the vomiting with which he hag been afflicted since the 17th 
of October. 
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- & On the third of December very early in the morning, he 
sent for Mr. Jenicke and myself, and desired the Lord’s 
supper to be administered to him, which was accordingly 
done by Mr. Jzenicke. 

‘‘ Before he received the Lord’s supper, he put up a long 
and affecting prayer. To hear this eminent servant of Christ, 
who had faithfully served his Redeemer very near half a cen- 
tury, disclaiming all merit of his own, humbling himself be- 
fore the footstool of the divine Majesty as the chief of sin- 
ners, and grounding all his hopes of mercy and salvation on 
the unmerited grace of God, and the meritorious sacrifice of 
his beloved Saviour, wasa great lesson of humility to us. 

‘© Our joy was great on his recovery, but alas! it was soon 
changed into sorrow, when we observed that the severe at- 
tacks of his illness had ina great degree affected the powers 
of his mind, and which he did not perfectly get the better of 
till his last illness, afew days before his departure out of life, 
notwithstanding all the remedies which were tried. It was, 
however, surprizing to us, that though his thoughts seemed 
to be incoherent when he spoke of worldly subjects, yet they 
were quite connected when he prayed or discoursed about di- 
vine things. 

‘“* After his recovery, he frequently wished, according to 
his old custom, that the school children and Christians should 
assemble in his parlour for evening prayer ; with which we 
complied in order to please him, though they we were con- 
cerned to observe, that these exertions were too much for his 
feeble trame. 

‘* ‘The happy talent whichhe possessed, of making almost 
every conversation instructive and edifying, did not forsake 
him even under his weak and depressed state. One morning 
when his friend Dr. Kennedy visited him (after his return), 
the conversation turning upon Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts, 
which was one of Mr. Swartz’s favourite books, he observed 
to the doctor, that those weighty truths contained in it, were 
not intended that we should abandon society, renounce ovr bu- 
siness, and retire into a corner, but to convince us of the emp- 
tiness of the honours, the riches, and pleasures of this world, 
and to engage us to fix our hearts there where true treasures 
are to befound. He then spoke with peculiar warmth on the 
foliy of minding the things of this world as our chief good, 
and the wisdom:and happiness of thinking on our eternal con- 
cerns, 
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“ Tt was highly pleasing to hear the part which he took in 
his conversation with Mr. Pohle, who visited him alittle af- 
ter his recovery, and which generally turned on the many 
benefits and consolations purchased to believers through Christ. 
He was transported with joy when he spoke on these subjects, 
and I hope I may with truth call it a foretaste of that joy 
which he is now experiencing in the presence of his Redeemer, 
and in the society of the blessed. 

“ On the 2d of February last year, our venerable father 
had the satisfaction of seethng Mr. Gericke, Mr. Holtzberg 
and hisfamily. Little did we think that the performance of 
the last offices for him would prove a part of the duty of our 
worthy senior, Mr. Gericke ; and I bless and praise God for 
leading his faithful servant to us, at that very time, when we 
wére most in need of his assistance and comfort. 

“ On the second or third day after Mr. Gericke’s arrival, 
Mr. Swartz complained of a little pain m his right foot, oc- 
casioned by an inflammation, to remove which repeated fo- 
mentations were applied ; but a few daysafter, we observed, 
to our inexpressible grief, the approach of a mortification. 
Dr. Kennedy tried every remedy to remove it, and would 
perhaps have effected the cure, if his frame had been able to 
support what he suffered. He was an example of patience 
under all these calamities. He did not speak, during the 
whole of his illness, one single word of impatience. 

*“ The last week of his life he was obliged to lie on his cot 
the greatest part of the day, andas he was of a robust con- 
stitution, it required great "labor and exertion to: remove him 
toa chair, when he would sit up. ‘These exertions contri- 
buted to weaken him more and more. 

*¢ During his last illness Mr. Gericke visited him frequent- 
ly, and spent much of his time with him in conversing on the 
precious promises of God though Christ, im singing animat- 
ing hymns, and in offering his fervent prayers to God, to com- 
fortand strengthen his aged servant under his severe sufferings, 
to continue and increase his divine blessing upon his labours 
for the propagation of the gospel, and'to bless all the pious 
endeavours of the Society, and ail those institutions establish- 
ed in this country for the enlargement of the kingdom of 
Christ. 

‘© He rehearsed with peculiar emphasis (whilst we were 
singing’) particular parts of the hymns, expressing the be- 


liever’s assurance of faith, and of the great love of Godin 
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Christ. His feryour was visible to every one present, whilst 
Mr. Gericke was praying; and by his loud Amen, he shew- 
ed his ardent desire for the accomplishment of our united 
petitions. 

__* A few days before he entered into the joy of his Lord, 
Mr. Gericke asked him whether he had any thing to say to 
the brethren. His answer was, “ Tell them that it is my re- 
quest, that they should make the faithful discharge of their 
office their chief care and concern.” 

“« A day or two before his departure, when he was visited 
by the doctor, he said, ‘* Doctor, in heaven there will be no 
pain:” “ Verytrue,” replied the doctor, ‘ but we must keep 
you here as long as we can.” He paused afew moments, and 
then addressed the doctor with those words, “ O! dear doc- 
tor, let us take care- that we may not be missing there.” 
‘hese words were delivered with such an affectionate tone of 
voice, that made a deep impression on the doctor, and on 
every one present. 

** On Wednesday, the 13th of February 1798, which elos- 
ed the melancholy scene, we observed with deep concern, 
the approach of his dissolution. Messrs. Gericke, Janicke, 
Holtzberg, and myself, were much with him in the morn- 
ing; and in the afternoon we sung several excellent hymns, 
and offered up our prayers and praises to God, in which he 
joined us with fervour and delight. After we had retired he 
prayed silently, and at one time he uttered the followi 
words: **O Lord, hitherto thou hast preserved me; hither 
to thou hast brought me; and hast bestowed innumerable be« 
nefits upon me. Do what is pleasing in thy sight. I deliver 
my spirit into thy hands, cleanse and adorn it with the righ- 
teousness of my Redeemer, and receive me into the arms 
of thy love and mercy.” About two hours after we had res 
tired, he sent for me, and looking upon me with a friendly 
countenance, he imparted his last paternal blessing in those 
precious words: ‘“ I wish you many comforts,” On offer- 
ing him some drink, he wished to be placed on a chair; but 
as soon as he was raised upon the cot, he bowed his head, 
and without a groan or struggle, he shut his eyes, and died 
between four and five in the afternoon, in the seventy-second, 
year of his age. 

‘¢ ‘Though our minds were deeply afflicted at the loss of 
our beloved father, yet the consideration of his most edify- 
ing conduct during his illness, his incredible ‘patience under 
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his severe pains, his triumphant death, and the evident tra« 
ces of sweetness and composure which were left on his coun- 
tenance, prevented the vent of our sorrows for the present, 
and animated us to praise God for his great mercies bestow- 
ed on us through his faithful servant, and to entreat him to 
enable us to follow his blessed example, that our last end 
might be like his. 

‘*¢ His remains were committed to the earth on the 14th 
of February, about five in the afternoon, in the chapel out of 
the fort, erected by him, near his habitation, in the garden 
given to him by the late Tulja Maha Rajah. 

‘© His funeral was a most awful and very affecting sight. It 
was delayed a little longer above the limited time, as Serfo- 
gee Rajah wished once more to have alook at him. The af- 
fliction which he suffered at the loss of the best of his friends, 
was very affecting. Hesheda flood of tears over the body, 
and covered it with a gold cloth. We intended to sing a fu- 
neralhymn, whilst the body was conveyed tothe chapel; but 
we were prevented from it by the bitter cries and lamentati- 
ons of the multitudes of poor who had crowded into the gar- 
den, and which pierced through our. souls. We were of 
course obliged to defer it till our arrival at the chapel. 

‘¢ The burial service was performed by Mr. Gericke, in the 
presence of the Rajah, the Resident, and most of the gentle- 
men who resided in the place, and a great number of native 
Christians, full of regret for the loss of so excellent a minis- 
ter, the best of men, and a most worthy member of society. 
O may a merciful God grant, thatall these who are appointed 
to preach the gospel to the heathen world, may follow the ex- 
ample of this venerable servant of Christ! and may he send 
many such faithful labourers, to answer the pious intention 
and endeavours of the honourable society, for the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Christ!” 








AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT OF A GONVERSION. 
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My: parents sent me away, when about twelve years of age, 
to service, to a man who was a dealer in cattle, and I was of- 
ten in market attending them. It, however, happened one 
time that being in amarket, my master having given me some 
half-pence, as he always did, to get toys, &c. there happen- 
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ed to be a roup of books, and having a strong inclination to 
read story-books, and a book being rouping, which I sups 
posed was one, I bade for it, and got it; but how was I dis- 
appointed when I found it to be a book of a religious nature, 
a subject on which [had never seriously thought: it was Mr. 
Vincent on Christ’s Certain and Sudden Appearance ta Fude- 
ment. I, however, took it home with me, and read it over; 
but how was my mind struck with the terrors of the Lord, 
when I read that little book, when I thought how awful the 
situation of the ungodly will be atlast. This led me to think 
what would become of me if I were to die in my present state ; 
for my own conscience began to tell me that I was guilty be- 
fore God. I was often in tears in reading that book. I! ens 
deavoured to stifle these convictions and succeeded for some 
time, till, ixearing a preacher, whose message the Lord 
made, as a sharp two-edged sword, to enter into my heart, 
and made me cry, ‘“ Lord, what shall 1 do to be saved?” 
The Lord graciously heard my cry, and directed me to his 
own word, where I was made acquainted with the only way 
of salvation by a crucified Saviour, whose blood only can 


purge the conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God. 
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ON ETERNITY. 
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le ie Adam lived till now, and had he lived in misery, had 
he passed all his time in a fire or ona rack, what idea must 
we form of his situation? at what price would we agree to ex- 
pose ourselves to misery so great? what imperial glory would 
appear great, were it followed with so much woe? Yet this 
Is not eternity, this is nothing in comparison of eternity! I go 
jarther still; I proceed from imagination to ima¢inatton, 
froma one supposition to another, I take the greatest number 
of years that can be imagined, I add ages toages, milbons of 
ages to millidns of ages, I form of ail these one fixed number, 
I stay my imagination. After this I suppose God to create 
such another world as we inhabit; I suppose him creating it 
by forming one atom afte: another in the time fixed in my cals 
culation. above mentioned. What numberiess ages would 
the creation of such a worl, in such a manner, require | Then 
| R 
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I suppose the Creator to arrange these atoms, and to pursue 
the same plan of arranging them as of creating them. What 
numberless ages would such an arrangement require! Finally, 
suppose him to dissolve and annihilate the whole, observin 
the same method in its dissolution as he observed in the creg_ 
tion and disposition of the whole. What an immense dur,_ 
tion would be consumed! Yet this is not eternity, this 5, 
nothing in comparison of eternity ! SAURIN. 








AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE 
OF 4 CONVERSION FROM DEISM. 


lad 


[In a Letter to a Friend. ] 
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SIR, Glasgow, Sefitember 180}. 


A.crerasry to the promise I made when I had the plea- 
sure of seeing you, and in compliance with the desire you 
then expressed, I now sit down to give some account of that 
change wrought upon my heart, so expressive of the good- 
ness and long-suffering of God, and of such interest to my 
otherwise perishing and immortal spirit. 

In early life I received a religious education, being taught 
the grand leading principles of Christianity, both by precept 
and example. But the teaching of man is vain, unless the 
Lord accompany it with his grace; for, instead of my heart 
being influenced to a life and conduct becoming the gospel, 
my religious instructions seemed rather to inspire me with 
a.hatred and dislike of the truth, insomuch that I thought a 
life of godliness a gloomy, superstitious, uncomfortable life. 
I was confirmed in this opinion by a number of my acquaint- 
ance, who had imbibed deistic notions, and by reading the 
works of Voltaire, Hume, Tindal, Woolston, &c. &c. 
However, as vice is progressive, I had not yet arrived at 
that pitch of depravity, and unblushing wickedness, that af- 
terwards marked my impious career ; for I was often ina state 
of alarm, terrified that the doctrines of the gospel might still 
be true. These authors, and’‘companions, had not yet made 
a complete convert of me; but as I embraced with eagerness. 
any thing that was calculated to quiet my mind and soothe my 
conscience, after several years I became confirmed in the 
opinion, that religion. was a mere human contrivance of le- 
gislators and priests, to overawe and bring under their con- 
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troul, what I was pleased then to term, the ignorant rabble. 
Indeed the profligate lives of a great many prefessors of the 
truth gave too much countenance to such an opinion. I now 
read such authors as Volney, Condorcet, Holcroft, Godwin, 
&e. &c. with delight and triumph, and was so satisfied, to 
behold the arguments.of the Christian completely overthrown, 
‘as I then thought they were), that my conscience became so 
hardened, and so insensible to every good impression, that I 
gave way, without restraint, to a life of bold and avowed 
wickedness. I treated the blessed doctrines of the Prince of 
Life with derision and contempt, the offers held out to pe- 
rishing sinners, of life and salvation by his precious blood, 
as an insult to reason and common sense, and only fit to be 
addressed to silly women, to dreamers, visionaries, mad- 
men, &c. My companions in iniquity kept me in counte- 
nance. Indeed any of us that were more successful than 
others, in their attacks, upon what we termed superstition and 
idiotism, were held up as the most enlightened, and as pos- 
sessed of the most clear understanding. Professing our- 
selves to be wise, we became fools, and to use the words of 
a celebrated author, * the wzsdom upon which we valued our- 
selves, chiefly consisted, in vain metaphysical speculations, 
in logical subtilties, in endless disputes, in high flowing con- 
ceits of the perfection and self-sufficiency of human wis sdom, 
in dogmatical positiveness about doubtful Opinions, or stcpti- 
cal doubts about the most clear and certain truths.” Vice 
and virtue were only considered as terms expressive of pain 
and pleasure ; a particular previdence, a childish notion; a 
future life, as an uncertainty. At last, as if itcwere to crown 
all our bold presumptuous speculations, a great number of 
my associates declared, that, as far as they could judge, it 
was the most re ~asonable way to conclude, that the idea of a 
God who governed the world was a foolish dogma, and that 
death was an eternal sleep. Sceptical as my opinions were, 
I could not treat these sentiments with indifference. When 
I looked up to the firmament, I thought I saw it written in 
legible characters, There is a God. When {| reflected on the 
:nexplicable connection of soul and body, the very operations 
of my own mind bore testimony to this truth: for I never 
could be persuaded, that [ was nothing more than a piece of 
organized matter. I reasoned against these opinions,—I 
esr upon deistical ground,—but my aftagonists brought 
such forcible : arguments against deism, that i te yan to per- 
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ceive its defects, in such a striking manner, as led me to sus 
pect its truth likewise. But, absurd and monstrous as athe- 
ism appeared, and defective and uncertain as deism now 
seemed to be, I still looked upon Christianity as a mere vi- 
sion. However I began to be so perplexed, that many an 
unhappy hour I spent, and oftentimes, to desttoy melancholy, 
which preyed upon my mind, I joined. in the most wicked 
and foolish pursuits, still seeking happiness where it was not 
to be found, which only plunged me into deeper misery, and 
sometimes drove me almost to phrenzy and madness. 

But a merciful and gracious God, whose ways are above 
our ways, and whose thoughts are above our thoughts, while 
I was yet blaspheming his glorious name, arrested me in my 
progress, and plucked me as a brand out of the-burning. 1 
was taken suddenly ill, and nothing but death, for a short 
time, presented itself to my mind. However, recovering 
so as to be able to walk out, I recollect spending part of the 
following Sabbath walking in the fields with one or two of 
my companions ; and, conversing about my illness, I remark- 
ed witha considerable degree of indifference that, had I 
died, it would have been nothing bui a leap in the dark. 
However, I could not help thinking upon the awful uncer- 
tainty in which I was placed, and really wished for relief 
from the pressure upon my mind, but could not as. yet see 
any mode of escape from my anxious and miserable situation. 

About this time, through the mediam of some of my 
Christian friends, (who were anxious to recover me, by every 
means in their power from the paths of destruction), I was 
introduced, and became acquainted, with.some of Mr. 
E g’s last class of students. ‘Their conversation and 
conduct, and their evident regard for one another’s welfare, 
exhibited a beautiful picture of the divine religion they pro- 
fessed, and oftentimes, in their company, I could not help 
thinking on that passage of scripture, *¢ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” [ 
now frequently attended divine worship in the Tabernade, 
and heard the words of life and salvation, with seriousness 
and attention, and with some impression of their importance, 
though my mind was sometimes in a state of suspense and 
doubt. I began to read the Scriptures, with a concern to 
which I had been formerly a stranger. I prayed to the Al- 
mighty to enlighten my mind, that I might understand what 
{ read and heard. I often kad opporiunities of joining in 
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praise and prayer with my new associates, and enjoyed at 
times a serenity and peace of mind, but it was always of a 
transitory nature ; for a heart of unbelief always clouded my 
happiness, and rendered me miserable. But it pleased the 
Almighty to send relief to my troubled soul; for the truth 
of the blessed and glorious gospel came at last home to my 
heart, with such irresistible power and evidence, that it seem- 
ed impossible to withstand its energy and force, and I was 
thoroughly convinced, both from the word of God and my 
own experience, that the true reason why I so long refused 
to come to the light, was because my deeds were evil. It 
is because Christianity 
cause it strikes at the root of all vice, because the doctrines 
of a crucified Redeemer, and forgiveness by his precious 
blood, stain the pride of all human glory, that so many enlist 
themselves under the banners of infidelity, and are blinded 
by the god of this werld, and led captive at his will. The 
wickedness of my former life made me sometimes almost 
sink into despair; but I have unspeakable reason to bless 
God, that he has preserved me hitherto from this alarming 
situation. He is God that changeth not. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, to-day and for ever, and therefore I am not 
consumed, but preserved a monument of his infinite grace 
and love to perishing sinners, and of the power and efficacy 
of those invaluable and eternal truths, against which the gates 
of hell can never prevail. 

Several months after I was under serious impressions, I 
lost a dear relation. I had not seen her fer a long period, 
but hearing that, to all appearance, she would soon leave this 
valley of tears, I resolved (I believe for the first time in my 
life) to visit the death bed of a dying Christian. I found her, 
to all appearance, on the verge of eternity ; but her address 
and conversation made a strong impression on my mind, 
which, I trust, by the blessing of the Almighty, time will 
never entirely efface. Irepeated may visits for a very few 
days, thinking that every day would be her last; that every 
time I parted I should see her no more in this world. I re- 
peatedly thought she would expire while I was present with 
her, owing to her great weakness and distress. However, I 
was so fully satisfied that she was making a glorious and inex- 
pressibiy happy change, that instead of being filled with alarm 
and fear, as I would have been in my former years, my mind 
enjoyed a calm serenity, and the truth of the gospel appeared 
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so clear and evident, that I considered life in reality, as no- 
thing but a short journey to unutterable happiness, or incon- 
ceivable misery ; and firmly resolved, through the strength 
of divine grace, so to number my days as to apply my heart 
unto wisdom. She closed her eyes in this world on a Lord’s 
day morning, and, Ihave no doubt, went to spend an eter- 
nal Sabbath with her Lord and Redeemer, and all the glori- 
ous hosts of heaven, to sing the praises of redeeming love, 
and to enjoy complete blessedness for ever and ever.’ The 
men of the world are the true visionaries, the rea/ dreamers ; 
the Christian alone is awake, and sensible of his true sitya- 
tion. I mention this dispensation of providence, because I 





think it was blessed to me in aneminent manner. I likewise 
derived considerable advantage from the perusal of a num- 
ber of religious publications, among which I[ may reckon the 
Evangelical and Missionary Magazines, although I am fully 
persuaded that the scriptures of truth alone are the only in- 
fallible guide to happiness and endless felicity, and am con- 
vinced, that if any person reads them with a proper temper 
of mind, he will find in themselves, abundant evidence of 
their divine origin. 

Thus I have, in avery brief manner, called your attention 
to that change, whieh the Almighty, in his znufinite merey, 
has wrqught in my soul. Yes! to his adorable grace alone 
i am indebted, and to his grace alone I trust I shail stand in- 
debted, for peace of mind here, and eternal life hereafter. 


O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrain’d to be ; 

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 

I know the men of the world will treat language of this 
kind as the effect of enthusiasm, as the ravings of a distem- 
pered imagination, as foolishness. Indeed, the gospel to 
such men has always been, and will always continue to be 
foolishness ; but to them that believe, it is the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God. It is life, eternal life to the perish- 
ing soul; it is peace to the troubled conscience ; it is conso- 
lation to the wounded spirit; it gives that peace of mind 
which the world cannot give, and which the world cannot 
take away. . 

What a blessed change does it produce on the heart of the 
believer! The language of the natural mind is, “ Who is the 
Lord that I should obey his voice? J know not the Lord. 
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What is the Almighty that I should serve him? and what pro- 
fitshould I have, if I pray unto him? Depart from me, for 
I desire not the knowledge of thy ways.” The natural man, 
if he admit of the existence of a God at all, is apt to think 
him altogether such a one as himself. The proud infidel will 
often exclaim with triumph, ‘¢‘ Where is the promise of his 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation. The thin 
that hath been, itis that which shall be, and that which is 
done, is that which shall be done; let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die.” But though the fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God, the language of the renewed mind 
ka) ‘Whom have I in the heavens but thee? and there is 
none on-earth that I desire besides thee ; for who in the hea- 
vens can be compared unto the Lord? who among the sons 
of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? The heavens 
are thine, the earth also is thine; as for the world and the 
fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. The Lord is my 
light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid? Truly my 
soul waiteth upon God, fron: him cometh my salvation ; he 
only is my Rock and my salvation ;. he is my defence; I shall 
not be greatly moved. One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and enquire in his temple. O how great is thy goodness 
which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee, which thou 
hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons 
of men! Thou wilt shew me the path of life, in thy pre- 
sence is fulness of joy, at-thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore. Surely goodness and mercy shall folloy me 
all the days of my life, and. I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever.” O how great a difference betwixt living 
without God and without hope in the world, and living a life 
of faith in Jesus Christ, a life of hope and confidence in God. 
et those who despise the revelation of God, consider thesit- 
uation of their own minds, and see if they are prepared-to 
meet death. Let them examine their principles, and disco- 
ver, 7f they can, any thing to afford comfort or support, when 
the tla of terrors approaches. Will their boasted philoso- 
phy be able to destroy a sense of guilt, or remove a presenti- 
ment of the dreadful punishment that may await them? They 
may be in health now, amidst the gay and’the thoughtless 
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sons of pleasure, or in the bustle and hurry of business, in 
eager pursuit of wealth; their affairs may wear a promising 
appearance, and they may be anticipating many years of hap- 
piness and felicity, and therefore they may laugh at religion, 
and ridicule the doctrines of the gospel; they may treat the 
disciples of Jesus Christ with contempt and scorn, and at 
other times affect to pity them upon account of their weakness 
and imbecillity, in becoming the dupes of such gross impos- 
ture and deception, as is their manner of expressing themselves. 
But when calamity overtakes them, their delusive visions of 
happiness instantly vanish. When the pale tyrant marke 
them for his own, the inchanted ground on which they tread 
suddenly gives way, the world and all its glories recede from 
their view, and they sink (if almighty grace prevent not) into 
irreversible ruin, into endless misery. O that men were 
wise, that they understood this, that_they would consider 
their latter end! 

I hope, dear Sir, you will allow me these reflections, and 
forgive the length to which I have extended this letter; but, 
before I finish it, I think it is proper to acknowledge the great 
benefit I have received from the ministry of our dear and be- 
loved pastor Mr. E g, who, under the blessing of God, 
has been one of the principal means of convincing me of the 
truth, and of confirming and strengthening me in the faith 
once delivered to the saints. I believe his exertions in his 
divine Master’s cause, have been blessed to the souls of ma. 
ny. Happy indeed are they who are thus successful; for 
they that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
for ever and ever. Iam, dear Sir, &c. 











A SERIOUS VIEW OF DEATH, 
PROPER TO BE TAKEN AS WE LIE DOWN ON OUR BEDS. 


———e } ae 


O:, my soul, look forward a little with seriousness and at- 
tention, and /earn wisdom by the consideration of thy latter 
end. Another of thy mortal days is now numbered and fin- 
ished : and as J have put off my clothes, and laid myself upon 
my bed for the repose of the night, so will the day of life 
quickly come to its period, so must the body itself be put 
off and laid to its repose in a bed of dust. ‘There let it rest; 
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for it will be no more regarded by me, than the clothes which 
I have now laid aside. I have another far more important 
concern to attend. Think, Oh my soul, when death comes, 
thou art to enter upon the eternal world and to be fixed in 
heaven or in hell. All the schemes and cares, the hopes and 
fears, the pleasures and sorrows of life, will come to their pe- 
riod, and the world of spirits will open upon thee. And 
Oh, how soon may it open! Perhaps before the returning 
sun bring on the light of another day. ‘T’e-morrow’s sun 
may not enlighten mine eyes, but only shine round @ senseless 
corpse, which may lie in the place of this animated body. 
At least the death of many in the flower of their age, and 
many who were supetior to me in capacity, piety, and the 
prospects of usefulness, may loudly warn-me-tiot to depend, 
en a long life, and engage me rather to wonder that | am 
continued here so many years, than to be surprized if I am 
speedily removed.— And now, Oh my soul, ‘answer as in 
the sight of God, art thou ready 2 Art thou ready? Is 
there no sin unforsaken, and so unrepented of to fill me with 
anguish in my departing moments, and to make me tremb!- 
on the brink of eternity? Dread to remain under the gui 
of it, and this moment renew thy most earnest applications 
to the mercy of God and the blood of a Redeemer, for de- 
liverance from it. But if the Great Account be already ad- 
justed, if thou hast cordially repented of thy numerous offen- 
ces, if thou hast sincerely committed thyself by faith into the 
hands of .the blessed Jesus, and hast not renounced thy cc» 
venant with him by returning to the allowed practice of sin, 
then start not at ihe thought of a separation : 1t is not in the 
‘power of death, to hurt a soul devoted to God, and united to 
the great Redeemer. It may take me from my w ordly com- 
forts; it may disconcert and break my schemes for service on 
earth ; : But, Oh my soul, diviner entertainments, and nobler 
services wait thee beyonc d the grave. Tor ever blessed be the 
name of God and the love of Jesus, for these quicting, encou- 
raging, joyful views! I will now day me dawn in peace and 
sleep, free from the fears of what shall be the issue of this 
night, whether life or death may be appointed for me. /a- 
ther, into thine hand I commend my spirit; for thou hast re- 
deemed me, Oh God o of truth, and therefore I can chearfully 
refer it to thy choice, whether I shall wake, in this world or 


another. | W. TALBOT, 
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pretation, therefore, can benefit none but the damned, so 
none should admit it, except those who mean to go to hell ; 
and, O that they would consider their ways, and be wise! 

Now 1 have entered upon this subject, let it -be carefully 
remarked, That if those who-die in their sins aré to be saved 
at last, their salvation, come when it may, must be either 
éy grace, or without it ; throweh Christ, or without the influ- 
ence of his mediation. Let, then, the advocates for univer- 
sal salvation chuse their ground, and keep to } 

it they say, that the salvation of them who Will be lost for 

anage, or forages, after the day of judgment, will be at last 
accomplished by gr ace, and through Christ.; let them reflect, 
that by this concession the justice of eternal punishment 1s ad 
mitted. Let such persons, therefore, beware that they never 
attempt to support their scheme, by arguments which imply 
the contrary. Let them beware that they are not accessary 
to the longer punishment of the damned, by sending them to 
hell with hardening prejudices in their minds, w hich shall 
keep them from acknowledging their demerit, and their 
need of salvation by grace.—And let those who are inclined 
to imbibe this sentiment semiously consider, whether it be 
safe to conclude, without a far more express revelation than 
can be found in the Bible, That God wé/ not punish sin, as 
long as he just+y might punish it. 

But if it should, on the other hand, be said, That the sal- 
vation of those who shall have suffered for sin in their own 
persons, will not be of grace, nor at all owing to Christ; let 
them be reminded, what two discordant songs will be heard 
in heaven, aiter those who had once been damned get there ! 
One company extolling grace, and the blood of the Lamb ; 
but the other professing that they owe nothing to either grace 
or Jesus. 

Moreover, 1f they who shall be released from hell are not 
converted and sanct: fied before they go to heaven, how can 
they possibly enjoy the parity of the New Jerusalem, when 
they are admitied- within the gates! ? Unholy souls will be in- 
capable of a participation in the enjoyments of saints and an- 
gels, in the presence of the holy God. A title to heaven 
would be of little use to them, without a taste for heaven, 
while the company of such ungedly creatures as they, would 
be catremely cegusetul to all the former inhabitants of tuat 
high and holy place. 
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But if it be expected that all those who died ‘in their’sins 
will be thoroughly converted, before they exchange hell for 
heaven; then, I must ask, owe will this great change be’ ef- 
fected ¢ Will'it be produced by a greater effusion of the Ts 
Spirit there, than ever was afforded on earth? Or must it be 
effected by their own wills, or by mere dint of torment? If 
it be by the agency of the divine Spirit, on what promise is 
the expectation of this infernal pentecost built? Do not dare 
to vex the Holy Spirit now, in hope that he will strive with 
you more effectually after death; unless you have some very 
pir ae. 2 warrant for your expectation. But if the ‘conversion 
of them that go to hell be not owing to the Holy Spirit, surely 
their song, in the final glory, will in this respect also be out 
of all unison’ with theirs who were renewed by him upon 
earth. a 
Hf this important change must be effected by the sinner’s 
own free-will, then how is it certain that it will ever take 
place? Even the divine prescience of that which God leaves, 
in all respects, to man’s own determination, would seem next 
to impossible ; and how men ean ascertain that events so con- 
tingent will ever take place, I cannot conceive. Especially, 
it would be marvellous, on this supposition, for every one’s 
will to be brought to the same choice: and yet if some, among 
all the millions of the damned, may remain obstinute to the 
last, who shall ensure to any indiv idual, that he will make 
such a use of his free- will, many ages hence, as God could 
never prevail upon him to make in the present lite? 

If itbe alledged~ That torment will be sure to conquer any 
degree of depravity whatever; I reply, Even upon the Cal- 
vinistic notion of virtue, which admits that a holy.disposition 
is amiable and rewardable, let a man come by it how he may, 
there would seem great room to suspect the sincerity and cor- 
diality of love which was produced by this mean. But upon 
the Arminian system, there would be still more room to en- 
quire, (even if it could be proved that the damned were at last 
cordial in their submission to God), How is the forcing of the 
will by torment, more consistent. with their idea of virtue; 
than the effectual changing ef the will by divine grace? W 
allow that the love of virtue is virtue, let its cause have dea 
what it will: but they maintain that a forced virtue is no vir- 
tue ; and strenuously insist upon it, that if God's Spirit 
were certainly to incline aman to holiness, there would be no 
goodness in his disposition or conduct, though he should love 
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REVIEW OF RYLAND’S SERMON. 
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THE FIRST LIE REFUTED: 
OR, THE GRAND DELUSION EXPOSED. 


A Sermon Preached at the Rev. Dr. Rippon’s Meeting House, ou 
Lord’s-day, June 15, 1800. By Joun Ryxtanp, D. D. 
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ee intrinsic Value of the Sermon before us is of no ordi- 
nary kind. Seldom have we perused a discourse, which ap- 
pears to us more fitted for general edification. The title of 
the Sermon suggests the text, viz. Gen. ii. 4. ** Ye shall 





not surely dic.” Dr. R. proposes, 1. To show, that men 
are still strongly inclined, like our first parents, to admit this 
fataldelusion. 2. ‘To enquire, whence it is that sinners are 
ready to give credit to so great a falsehood. 3. To attempt 
counterworking the great adversary of souls, by proving that 
his insinuation is a lie. | 








but downright enthusiasts deny the certainty of natural death, 

yet the greater part of mankind live as if they believed the re- 
verse.——The sources of this delusion are criminal, self-love 

and ignorance of the divine law. In evincing the certainty 
of the future punishment of sinners, Dr. R. remarks, that 
doubts on this head arise, either from a supposition that God 
never resolved to inflict any penalty for the breach of this law, 
or that even the zmpenitent shall find mercy through the me-, 
diation of Christ. Such ideas, however, directly contradict 
en the most solernn declarations of the scriptures of truth. The 
a ih, iP / essential perfections of Deity require that sin should be pun- 





, } 

me 9 | ished. The good of the universe, and even individual hap- 

ei ail piness, require it. The conduct of God towards fallen an. 

i atl gels manifests his determination to punish iniquity. Even 

ti. i since a Mediator was revealed, God has given many speci- 

dy i mens of his displeasure against sin, in the awful infliction of 
{ i i punishment, irom which his hatred of it is clearly evinced: 


i iit —which indignation is more fully displayed in the sufferings 
aay of Christ. 

rh We insert the following striking remarks, in opposition to 
4, | the unscriptural idea of Universal Restitution ; recommend- 
ing it to the serious attention of our readers. 





tk Onder the first head, Dr. R. observes, that although none 
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“ The appointment of the Day of Fudgment, 50 solemnly 
and repeatedly announced in the divine word, assures us of 
the futility of the serpent’s plea, ye shall not surely die. The || 
day is fixed. The Judge is appointed; even one who search- i 
eth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the children of men, ity 
that he may render to every one according to his works. We 
must all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. Each of 
you, my hearers, must behold him sitting on his great white 
throne! each of you must receive your sentence from his 
lips: and while some are invited by the Kina, as the blessed i 
of his Farner, to enter into the kingdom prepared for them a 
from the foundatien of the world, others shall be command- . 
ed to depart from him, as accursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 




































And let none deceive themselves with vain hopes, that the 
second death shall lose its power, after a season, over them 
that are cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. The only 
restitution of all things, of which any of the prophets have 
spoken, is that which will be completed at the second com- 
ing of Christ, Acts, iii. 21. It behoved the heavens toreceive 
Jesus till that period ; but then he shall be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, taking vengeance on them 
who know not God, and who obey not the gospel of our 
- Lord Jesus Christ. That is the very time of the commence- 
ment of the main punishment of the wicked, and not of their 
restoration to happiness. Nor is any such event to be expect- 
ed afterward ; for ‘* they shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction, from the presence of, the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power.” And the misery of sinners is represent- fh 
ed as coxval with the happine ss of the righteous. The very 

same werd is used in the original, to express the duration Ne 
of both, Matth. xxv. 46. If the fornane have room to hopé, Bs 
the @onian * punishment means a limited duration of suffer- 
ing, the latter must have room to dread, that esnian Life may | 
mean a limited period of enjoyment : for it is extremely im- 
probable that the same term should mean infinitely more in 
the last clause, than it did in the preceding. As this inter- me 





: 

* This word is formed from the Greek adjective (a/onioe), used in both Eee 
clauses of the text above quoted, and translated everlasting or eternal : ‘i; sh 
Applied to the everlasting God. Rom. xvi. 26; and twenty-five times in Be shy 
the Gospels respecting the happiness of the righteous ; and applied to the } 
punishment of the wicked. Matth. xviii. S. xxv. 41. 46. Mark. iii. 29. 

3 Thess. 1. 9. Jude. 7. 
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pretation, therefore, can benefit none but the damned, so 
none should admit it, except those who mean to go to hell ; 
and, O that they would consider their ways, and be wise! 

Now 1 have entered upon this subject, let it -be carefully 
remarked, That if those who.die in their sins aré to be saved 
at last, heir salvation, come when it may, must be either 
éy grace, or without it ; throweh Christ, or without the influ- 
ence of his inediation. Let, then, the Slvocates for univers 
sal salvation chuse their ground, and keep to it. 

if they say, that the salvation of them who will be lost for 
anage, or for ages, after the day of judgment, will be at last 
accomplished by grace, and through Christ; let them reflect, 
that by this concession the justice of eternal punishment 1s ad- 
mitted. Let such persons, therefore, beware that they never 
attempt to support their scheme, by arguments which imply 
the contrary. Let them beware that they are not accessary 
to the longer punishment of the damned, by sending them to 
hell with hardening prejudices in their minds, which shall 
keep them from acknowledging their demerit, and their 
weed of salvation by grace.—And let those who are inclined 
to imbibe this sentiment semously consider, whether it be 
safe to conclude, without a far more express revelation than 
can be found in the Bible, That God wi! not punish sin, as 
long as he justhy might punish it. + 

But if it should, on the other hand, be satd, That the sal- 
vation of those who shall have suffered for sin in their own 
persons, will xoZ be of grace, nor at all owing to Christ; let 
them be reminded, what two discordant songs wil! be heard 
in heaven, alter those who had once been damned get there ! 
One company extolling ae and the blood of the Lamb ; 
but the other professing that they owe nothing to either grace 
or Jesus. 

Moreover, 1f they who shall be released from hell are not 
converted and sanctified before they go to heaven, how can 
they possibly enjoy the purity of the New Jerusalem, when 
they are admitied- within the gates? Unholy souls will be in- 
capable e of a participation in the enjoyments of saints and an- 
gels, in the presence of the holy God. A title to heaven 
raul be of little use to them, without a taste for heaven , 

while the company of such ungodly creatures as they, would 
be catremely disgustful to all the former inhabitants of that 
high and holy place. 
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But if it be expected that all those who died in their’sins 

will be thoroughly converted, before they exchange hell for 
heaven ; then, I must ask, how will this vreat change be-ef- 
fected ¢ Will'it be produced by a greater effusion of the Holy 
Spirit there, than ever was afforded on earth? Or must it be 
effected by their own wills, or by mere dint of torment? If 
it be by the agency of the divine Spirit, on what promise is 
the expectation of this infernal pentecost built? Do not dare 
to vex the Holy Spirit now, in hope that he will strive with 
you more effectually after death; unless you have some very 
express warrant for your expectation. Butif the conversion 
of them that go to hell be not owing to the Holy Spirit, surcly 
their song, in the final glory, will in this respect also be: out 
of all unison’ with theirs who were renewed by him ‘upon 
earth. 
Fi this me Fy he change must be efiected by the sinner’s 
own free-will, then how is it certain that it will ever take 
place? Even ‘the divine prescience of that which God leaves, 
in all respects, to man’s own determin: ation, would seem next 
to impossible ; and how men can ascertain that events so con- 
tingent will ever take place, I cannot conceive. Especially, 
it would be marvellous, on this supposition, for every one’s 
will to be brought to the same choice: and yet if some, among 
all the millions of the damned, may remain obstinate to the 
last, who shall ensure to any individual, that Ae will make 
such a use of his free-will, many ages hence, as God could 
never prevail upon him to make in the present life? 

If it be allédged;'That torment will be sure to conquer any 
degree of depravity whatever; I reply, Even upon the Cal- 
vinistic notion of virtue, which admits that a holy. disposition 
is amiable and rewardable, let a man come by it how he may, 
there would seem great room to suspect the sincerity and cor- 
diality of love which was produced by this mean. But upon 
the Arminian system, there would be still more room to en- 
quire, (even if it could be proved that the damned were at las 
cordial in their submission to God), How is the forcing of i 
will by torment, more consistent with their idea oi virtue; 
than the effectual changing ef the will by divine grace? W ‘ 
allow that the love of virtue is virtue, let its cause have > been 
what it will: but they maintain that a forced virtue is no vir- 
tue ; and strenuously insist upon it, that if God’s Spirit 
were certainly to incline aman to holiness, there would be no 
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goodness in his disposition or conduct, though he should love 
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God and man ever so heartily, and do the will of God ever so 
punctually and earnestly. How then comes it to pass, that the 
virtue produced by a man’s being plunged into hell should be 
admitted to be true virtue, by them who woulé not grant so 
much in favour of virtue wrought in a man by the Holy 
Spirit? 

Again, if some ages of severe torment will infallibly pro- 
duce this good effect, how is it that sinners are so often har- 
dened under sufferings in this life? And how is it, that Sa- 
tan, or some of his angels at least, do not find their hearts 
beginning to melt already? 

i might go on to enquire, whether the expected change in 
the disposition of them that are lost, is swpposed likely to be 
‘sudden or gradual? and, whether all will be changed at the 
same time, or in succession?’——If their conversion is to be 
sudden, we are the more at aloss to conjecture its cause. Will 
God be ound to make them perfectly holy and happy, as soon 
as they shall have endured their appointed punishment? Or 
will it be owing to his free and sovereign mercy ?—if their 
conyerson be gradual, will they not go on, till that event shall 
have taken place, to make an addition to their guilt by new 
sins? And will they not deserve an increase of sufferings for 
their daily crimes in hell? Must they not continue therefore 
to suffer, for some time after they are perfectly holy, to make 
satisfaction for the sins last committed ? If some are reform- 
ed long before the rest, shall there be unnumbered passengers 
continually crossing that great gulph, which Abraham men- 
tioned as placed between the souls in torment and the man- 
sions of the blessed? Or must those who are purified first, 
await the purification of the most refractory, that they may 
not be made perfectly happy without the latter? 

All these are very natural and interesting questions ; but I 
know not who shall answer them: the Bible gives us no in- 
formation on the subject, and to learn the truth by experience 
‘would be awiully tedious. However, as those persons who 
admit the authority of scripture at ail, and yet deny the eter- 
nity of future punishment, are generally given much to specu- 
lation, I could wish them to revolve these queries in their 
minds, and to ask themselves, Whether it be safe to admit 
a sentiment clogged with so many difficulties, without having 
more help than either seripture or reason can, in this case, 


afford for their solution? 
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O that all those who presume to teach their sinful fellow- 
men, to expect the final restitution of lost souls to happiness, 
instead of beguiling them with verbal criticisms of detached 
phrases,- would consider the moral tendency of their own doc- 
trine, which takes off an infinite weight from our motives 
against SIN ; and would compare it with the general tenor 
of the divine word, respecting the evil nature and dangerous 
consequences of all iniquity !. Is it not evident, that all the 
prophets and apostles labour to make men think ill of SIN, 
and to alarm their utmost fear of the wrath ts come? But all 
the labour of these menis employed ina contrary direction to 
that of the inspired writers**; viz. to keep them from thinking 
sin toe great anevil, and to prevent their supposing that God 
will be too angry with the wicked, or that his wrath will burn 
too fiercely, and last toolong. O that they woutd ask them- 
selves, after a serious consideration of this subject, Whether 
it is likely that they are serving God? or whether they are not 
rather doing service to the cause of Abaddon ?” 


eee eee 
DEATH OF DR. JOHN ERSKINE. 


ee 





O. the 19th ult. died at his house at Laurieston, John Er- 
skine of Carnock, D. D. the senior minister of Edinburgh. 
He was born on the2d of June 1721 ; was licensed to preach 
by the Presbytery of Dumblane in 1742; was ordained min- 
ister of the parish of Kirkintillock in the Presbytery of Glas- 
gow in 1744; was translated to Culross in the Presbytery of 
Dunfermline in 1754, and to Edinburghin 1758. He was 
the son of John Erskine, Esq. of Carnock, adterwards of Car- 
dross, advocate, Protessor of the Law of Scotland in the 
University of Edinburgh, and author of those learned works 
on that subject, which are of the first authority and character. 


* A similar thought has often struck me with reference to the Socinians. 
In what exalted terms did Isaiah, and the other prophets, foretell the ad- 
vent of the Messiah! How do Paul, and all the apostics, seem.as if they 
could never make enough of Christ,! instead of being afraid of exalting 
him too highly. But these unhappy men are obliged to labour in a coun- 
ter-direction. ‘They account it their chief duty to try to make men think 
less of Christ than serious Christians generally do. They are evidently 
more concerned to prevent his obedience unto death from being over- 
rated, than they are to-convert men from a life of dissipation, or even of 
profaneness. And can their’s possibly bé scriptural religion ? 
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He was grandson to Colonel John Erskine, (son to Henry 
Lord Cardross, a great sufferer for conscience sake during 
Charles I. and 1i.—see Wodrow’s History), whose zeal for 
the grand revolution in 1688, and for the civil and religious 
Bbetaiee of this country, was distinguished. 

For some time before his death, the Doctor was prevented 
from preaching by infirmity of body, but his mental powers 
remained to the last quite unimpaired, and his zeal. to. pro- 
mote'the cause of religion unabated. His numerous publi¢a- 
tions, and the correspondence with foreign churches, which 
he assiduously cultivated, evidenced how much he had this 
cause at heart.. By a steady attachment to the doctrines of 
free grace, and by a truly catholic spirit, that rejoiced in the 
success of the gospel wherever he could hear of it, this vene- 
rable seryantof Christ acquired the esteem of ail who had 
access to know his character. 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
EDINBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
TO THE REV. s. EYRE, 
SECRETARY TO THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 








SIR; Edinburgh, Dec. 28, 1802. 


“Lone Directors of the Edinburgh Nis ccghay v Society would 
be deficient in the gratitude which they owe to God, if they 
embraced not the earliest opportunity of laying before you, 
and other friends of the great cause in which they are engag- 
ed, the very remarkable countenance which the Divine Pro- 
vidence has given to the late attempts of the Society, and the 
strong encouragement which it now holds out, to prosecute 
their schemes with incr easing vigour. 

For several years past, our attention had been directed 
towards the northern shores of the Caspian Sea, as‘a situa- 
tion peculiarly fit for the establishment of a Christian Mis- 
sion. The more we examined the map of the world, and 
considered the moral and religious state of its inhabitants, 
the more deeply did this idea impress our minds. Admost 
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in the centre of the Old Continent ;—on the confines of se- 
veral of the greatest empires in the world, having Persia on 
the south, Turkey on the west, Russia on the north, and Tar- 
tary on the east ;—surrounded on every hand by numerous 
tribes of men, all sunk in the deepest:ignorance and depravi- 
ty ; some of them indeed, professedly Christians though al- 
together strangers to genuine Christianity ; the rest, either 
Mahommedans, followers of the Dalai Lama, or Heathens 
of some other creed,—what a wide field of usefuiness here 
for faithful Missionaries! What an inviting situation, for 
scattering some handfuls of the corn of Heaven! and what 
rich returns might, by the blessing of God, be expected in 
the conversion and salvation of perishing millions ! 

Obvious, however, as were the advantages oi this Mis- 
sionary station, difficulties of a formidable, nay, apparently 
insurmountable nature, presented themselves to accurate ob- 
servers. These we shall not at present detail. Suffice it to 
say, that for a while they damped the courage of the most 
confident, and checked the ardour of the most zealous. 
Hence, opportunity of preaching the gospel in this extensive 
and uncivilized part of the globe, was an object rather of 
desire than of hope. 

Yet the magnitude of the object seemed to demand that an 
experiment should be made. The Edinburgh Missionary 
Society, therefore, after collecting information from every 
quarter to which they had access, and after many consultations 
together on the subject, and frequent prayer for divine di- 
rection, resolved, notwithstanding the disapprobation of 
many, and the fears of more, to risk the small remainder of 
their funds on a Mission of Inquiry to Astrakhan, and the 
countries adjacent ; satisfied that, if the attempt should fail, 
they had done their duty ; and that, should it promise to suc- 
ceed, the fricnds of the gospel would come cheerfully forward 
to furnish them with the means of carrying it into effect. 

It was a circumstance for which they desire to be thankful 
to God, that, when they formed this resolution, the Rev. 
Henry Brunton, who had formerly given proof of his pru- 
dence and zeal as one of their Missionaries among the Su- 
soos, in Africa; and who had afterwards proved his capacity 
for the acquisition of foreign languages, by composing seve- 
ral religious tracts in the Susoo language, was then not only 
unemployed, but zealous for hazarding his person in such 
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an attempt. The Society, therefore, committed to him, in 
éonjunction with Alexander Paterson, a young man of whom 
they had every reason to think well, and whom they had 
been educating for three years preceding for Missionary la- 
bours, the execution of this very difficult and hazardous 
work. After having been separated for their work, and 
committed to the protection of God, they set sail for St. 
Petersburgh in the month of April last, taking along with 
them Gillorum Harrison, an African youth, who had been 
committed to Mr. Brunton’s charge in Africa. ‘Our hearts 
followed them with many anxieties for their welfare, tremb- 
Img often, not only for the issue of their mission, but even 
for their personal safety. . 

Blessed be God, who has disappointed our fears, and ex- 
ceeded our hopes! The Society has reason to erect a stone 
of memorial, and to call it Ebenezer; because hitherto the 
Lord hath helped. After a prosperous voyage, our Mission- 
aries reached St. Petersburgh the beginning of May. There 
they received many civilitics from the persons to whom they 
were recommended ; and although for some time they met 
with many discouragements respecting the object of their 
mission, and almost all classes of persons with whom they 
conversed, agreed in representing the difficulty and extreme 
danger of fixing their residence in the southern parts of the 
Russian empire ; and still more, of attempting to convert the 
natives to the Protestant faith,—insomuch, that they almost 
despaired of obtaining liberty even to travel through the em- 
pire ; yet, at length, through the good hand of God upon them, 
their fears were dispelled, the obstructions to their progress 
removed, and their way made prosperous. He, in whose 
hand are the hearts of all men, unexpectedly raised up for 
them. a friend in M. Novassilzoff, a Russian nobleman, in 
the confidence of the Emperor, and a Lord of his Bed-cham- 
ber. Through his means they obtained not only the permis- 
sion, but the approbation of the Russian government. _Pass- 
ports were granted them, with liberty to travel through the 
empire, and settle in any part of it they chose ;—post-horses 
were ordered ;—private letters of introduction were given 
them ;—and an open letter was written by M. Novassilzoff, 
recommending them to the protection and kind attentions of 
all civil and military officers. Thus the difficulty which the 
Society were taught to consider as the greatest, has not only 
been removed, but adegree of public countenance has been 
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given to the mission, of which those who where most sanguine 
in their expectations, never entertained the most: distant hope. 

Encouraged by these tokens of the care of Providence, 
our Missionaries proceeded by the way of Moscow, Tambou, 
and Sarepta, to Astrakhan ;—and performed a journey of 
about 1400 English miles, which occupied them nearly two 
months, without accident or other inconvenience beyond, what 
must be considered as unavoidable in such a journey through 
such countries. Every where they met with kindness. The 
magistrates of the places through which they passed, were 
forward to assist them; and many private individuals re- 
ceived them with hospitality, particularly the Moravian Breth- 
ren at Moscow and Sarepta; and, after they reached Astrak- 
han, Mr. Brenner, a German banker. 

The city of Astrakhan appearing, in some respects, an 
unsuitable situation for commencing their Missionary labours, 
they left it on the 10th of August, proceeding south-west to- 
watds the country of Georgia. Their intention was to have 
settled in. Tefflis, or its neighbourhood. Buthere again Pro- 
vidence kindly raised up for them a protector, counsellor, 
and guide. General Knoring, the Gevernor-General of these 
provinces, dissauded them, on account of the unsettled state 
of the country, from proceeding into Georgia; and directed 
them to move towards. Circassia. They halted, therefore, 
for some time at Georghiyersk, and then proceeded: to Con- 
stantinegorod, at the foot of the mountains of Caucasus ; 
the Governor of which, by the General’s orders, furnished 
them with a guard to enable them with safety to explore the 
surrounding country. At length, after some days search, 
they found a mest eligible spot ; and have taken up their re- 
sidence at Karass, a Tartar village in the neighbourhood of 
that fort, inhabited by above 500 souls; where they lodge 
in the Sultan’s house, and enjoy the protection of a Russian 
garrison. 

God, who has promised to “lead the blind in a way they 
knew not; and in paths which they have not known,” has 
thus given our Missionaries favour in the sight of strangers ; 
has led. them in safety through a long and dangerous journey, 
by sea and.land ; has preserved them in health, though they 
passed through various.climates in the sultry season of the 
year,—and, during three months, slept seldom under a roof ; 
has conducted. them to a place which appears peculiarly 
adapted for a Missionary station; and has opened to them 
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a wide door (May it also be an effeciual one!) of usefulness 
to multitudes of immortal beings involved in ignorance and 
guilt! What may we not hope from such auspicious begin- 
nings? Shall we say, that he who has led them, as by the 
right hand, from their native homes to the foot of Caucasus, 
intends, after all, to defeat our expectations | ? Rather let us 
hope, that God has many souls in- these dark and desolate 
regions, for whose sakes he has conducted them thither ; 
and that, ere long, the light of the glorious gospel shall diffuse, 
through them, its cheering rays | 

Look into the map of ‘the world, and see in what a desira- 
ble and hopeful station Divine Providence has placed them. 
Observe that narrow slip of land which separates the Euxine 
from the Caspian Sea. - Towards the northern extremity of 
this, at an equal distance of 400 versts (somewhat less than 
300 miles) from each, near the source of the river Cubane, 
which separates the Russian from the Turkish empire, is a 
Tartar village, Karass ; the inhabitants of which are Ma- 
hommedans ; and in which, as it is composed of natives of 
all the surrounding countries, six or seven different langua- 
ges are understood. In its neighbourhood, on one hand, 
is a horde of Nagay Tartars ; subject to Russia. A little 
more than a day’s journey on the other, are the Cubane Tar- 
tars; subject to Turkey. All around them are Circassians, 
Kabardians, and Abyssinians. Here, amidst darkness, and 
vice, and misery, are two men who have left their country 
and their friends; who, for the sake of Christ and the souls 
oi men, have parted with all that men hold dear ;—who have 
devoted their lives, that they might be the messengers of 
good, the heralds of peace and salvation, to the wretched 
natives. Are they to be abandoned to their fate? or shall. 

they have sympathy and support? Shail we recall them, and 
shut the door of hope to the Heathen and Mahommedans 
around them, which God has thrown open? or shall we fol- 
low the leadings of Providence, send them the necessary 
supplies, and, in particular, hasten to them others to take 
part. with them in their labours ? 

We anticipate your reply. To abandon your Missiona- 
ries, you say, in such circumstances, were inhumane,—and, 
after the assurances of support which they must have received, 
would be perfidious. ‘To recall them before experience de- 
morstrate the inefficiency of your plans, would betray a 
fickleness of temper unworthy a Society erected for the diffu- 
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sion of the truth; and, after the very striking testimonies of 
the divine approbation which you have already received, 
would be to counteract the apparent intentions of Providence, 
and to obstruct the very cause which it is the professed de- 
sign of your institution to promote. By all means persevere. 
Hasten to them the necessary supplies. Send them, with 
all speed, fellow-labourers to comfort them in their solitude, 
and assist them in their work. ‘* Trust in the Lord, and 
do good.” Though the beginnings are small, the latter end 
may greatly encrease. 


The Directors of the Society are eager to follow the coun-_ 


sel which you gave them. They are anxious to send them 
the necessary supplies; and, if possible, by the month of 
April, three young men who have been educating for the 
service, under their inspection. At that time, they wish to 
send out Mrs. Brunton and her family ; and they are convin- 
ced that, to give efficiency to the undertaking, several more 
Missionaries should accompany them to the same spot. 

But, Sir, what can we do? ‘To will is present with us ; but 
how to perform the good that we would, we find not. We 
are deficient both in Missionaries and in money. ‘The ex- 
pences of the undertaking, though hitherto smaller than we 
could have previously imagined, you cannot doubt, must 
have been considerable; and the funds of the Society are in- 
sufficient, not only to send out the number of Missionaries 
which we deem necessary, but even to send out the few who 
are under our charge, and only wait our orders to join their 
friends in Circassia. 

Nor would you be surprized at the low state of our funds, 
did you know how few donations we have of late received, 
and how we have employed what the liberality of the ‘friends 
of the gospel has committed to our charge. ‘The Society have 
educated and maintained sixteen Missionaries, some of them 
with families. Besides, unwilling that their funds should 
remain unoccupied, when they had aot immediate occasion 
for themselves, they have, at different times, given consider- 
able sums of money for the support of the Moravian Mis- 
sions; and of the Baptist Mission in the East-Indies ; and 
particularly of the London Missionary Society, after the hea- 
vy loss they sustained by the capture of the Duff. They 
supported for several years an expensive Mission on the coast 
of Africa; and are at this moment supporting, in union with 
the Glasgow Society, though for two preceding years without 
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any aid, a still more expensive Mission in the island of Ja- 
maica; where, we mention it with gratitude, appearances 
have of late become promising ; and where we are anxious, 
if possible, not only to continue, but encrease our exertions, 

We do not accuse ourselves of ‘precipitancy in embarking, 
with exhausted funds, in a new Mission to the north-west 
of Asia. We promised much on the liberality of the lovers 
of Christ and of souls, of which not only our Society, but 
many other benevolent institutions, have had repeated expe- 
rience. We said, Let us exert ourselves in devising schemes 
for the enlargement of the Mediator’s kingdom,—and trust 
to that God whom we serve, for the means of execution. 
Let us show to his people, that we are active in his work, 
that he has given us wisdom to conduct it, and particularly, 
that his providence appears to favour our undertakings ; and 
then their hearts and hands will open to our aid. 

We hope that we have done so, and that we shall not be 
disappointed in our expectations. No: it shall not be said, 
that the zeal which a few years ago burned in so many breasts 
with such ardour, has been so soon extinguished. This sa- 
cred flame will spread wider and wider. It will not expend 
its fires on a few undertakings of easier execution, playing 
only around the islands of the sea, and along the shores of the 
ocean ; it will penetrate to the center of the great Continent, 
in prayers and exertions for the salvation of the millions who 
inhabit it. Already it has been kindled for the natives of 
the southern parts of Asia; and India has felt its blessed 
effects. Let it also inclose within its circuit the inhabitants 
of Northern Asia; and aid us in our endeavours for their 
deliverance. Souls are precious in whatever region they are 
found !—Between the Euxine and Caspian they have pecu- 
liar claims on our pity. ‘The darkness is extreme! Even 
their temporal misery is great. Besides, circumstances ex- 
ist which give hope of their conversion. Many of the 
Georgians, Circassians, and Armenians, call themselves 
Christians, though they know not what Christianity means. 
The Mahommedan inhabitants of these and the adjacent 
countries, have little knowledge of their religion, and little 
of that intolerant zeal which prevails in many other regions. 
The Pagan superstitions are weak, because formed into no 
regular system, and diversified according to the fancy of 
each particular tribe. The Russian government is strong, 
to give effectual protection to our Missionaries, and frienglly 
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to whatever tends to civilize the half-barbarous inhabitants 
of the extremities of the empire. Every geome to 
vigorous measures for enlightening these ‘+ dark places of 
the earth ;” and who knows if Christians in this country be 
not deficient in duty to their Saviour, but, thro’ the blessing 
of God, the spark kindled at the foot of Caucasus may burst 
into a flame, which may spread through Turkey, Persia, and 
Tartary, till it reach India on the south, and the confines of 
China on the east? 

Sir, We therefore request your prayers for our success. 
Direct us to persons of approved piety and prudence, whom 
we may employ as Missionaries. Do what you can for our 
aid. Exert your influence among your godly neighbours and 
acquaintances ;~—and may the blessing of many in Asia, that 
are ready to perish, come upon you! 

Signed, in name and by appointment of the Directors 
of the Edinburgh Missionary Society, by 
James Peppir, President. 
WaLTerR Bucuanan, Sec. 


A SHORT NARRATIVE 
OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN LOGAN COUNTY, 
STATE OF KENTUCKY, 
AND THE ADJACENT SETTLEMENTS IN THE 
STATE OF TENNESSEE, 
From May 1797, until Sefitember 1800. 





[Continued from page 75.] 
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Gon’s people began to rejoice at the happy situation of 
the church—Christ’s cause triumphing, and no enemies to 
move their tongues against it ;—no opposition nor opposers 
shewed their faces. But alas! danger was near—the Devil 
had his plan deeply laid: Mr. B——, from H——, raised 
a party, opposed the work, and filled the country with con- 
tention and disputation ; till, alas! in a few weeks, every 
appearance of a conviction seemed to be lost, and scarcely a 
sentence was to be heard about religion, with many who, but 
a few weeks before seemed all anxiety and attention to the 
great work of their souls’ salvation. In this dismal state of 
deadness and darkness our congregations lay, until the fourth 
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Sabbath in July, 1799, when the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was administered at Red river. At that time, the 
Lord graciously returned again, and visited us with greater 
power thanever. On Monday, the solemnity was very great 
ah the time of preaching: many of the most bold, daring 
sinnefs in the country were brought to cover their faces, and 
weep bitterly. After the congregation was dismissed, a con- 
siderable number of people staid lingering about the door, as 
if unwilling to depart. Solemnity appeared in every counte- 
nance, and some of them were bathed in tears. Some of the 
ministers told me, that we ought to collect the people into 
the house and pray with them; which was done. _ It appear- 
ed evident that the power of God filled the house—Christians . 
were filled with joy and peace in believing, and sinners were 
powerfully alarmed under an apprehension of the horrors of 
anunconverted state. At this time, I hope, there was one 
soul sweetly delivered from a burden of guilt and distress, by 
a believing discovery of the glory and sufficiency of the merits 
and mediation of the blessed Jesus. Some had their convic- 
tions revived and quickened, and in a few days were filled 
with joy and peace, under blessed discoveries of the glory and. 
suitableness of Christ. Others, who had lived quite careless 
and thoughtless before, were filled with such distress under a 
sense of their sin and guilt, that they freely disclosed their 
cases to ministers and praying Christians. About this time, 
a remarkable spirit of prayer and supplication was given to 
Christians, and a sensible, heart-felt burden of the dreadful 
state of sinners out of Christ: so that it might be said with 
propriety, that Zion travailed in birth to bring forth her spi- 
ritual children. 

Here I would just remark, that some time before this, I 
resigned the charge of Gasper river, on account of the dis- 
tance and difficulties of the road; and in the place of it, I 
took the Clay-lick, in union with Red river and Muddy ri- 
ver. Mr. Rankin, a faithful and successful minister, took 
the charge of Gasper river. I assisted him at the adminis- 
tration of the Sacrament at Gasper, on the fourth Sabbath 
of August. The almighty power of God at this time was 
displayed in the most striking manner. On Monday, a ge- 
neral solemnity seized the greater part of the multitude ; ma- 
ny persons were so struck with deep, heart-piercing convic- 
tions, that their bodily strength was quite overcome, so that 
they fell to the ground, and could not refrain from bitter 
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proans and outcries for mercy. The work was general with 
old and young, white and black. Pass through the multitude 
where we would, instances of this kind were to be seen. In 
one place, I heard an old sinner, unable to support under his 
burden, speaking to his wife and children in the following 
manner: “ Alas! we have been blind all our days—we never 
saw our dismal state till now—we are all going to Hell toge- 
ther—Oh! we must seek religion, we must get an interest 
in Christ, or to Hell we must go.” In another place, a poor 
awakened sinner addressing her minister in such language as 
this: “ I have madea profession—-| have sat again and again 
at the communion-table ; but alas! I was a poor deceived 
hypocrite+-I see plainly I have no religion—Alas ! I am gor 
ing to Hell.” In other places, many poor, giddy young per 
sons, who, on the first daysof the solemnity, could not be- 
have with common decency, now lying prostrate on the ground, 
weeping, praying and crying for mercy. But time would 
fail to relate every particular. Ina word, it was a day of 
general awakening ; several persons on that day, we hope, 
were savingly brought to Christ ; and im the space of three 
weeks after, above twenty of those then awakened gave the 
most clear, satisfying accounts of their views of the glory 
and fulness of the Mediator, and the sweet application of his 
blood and merits to their souls. On the Sabbath following, 
at the Clay-lick, the power of God was evidently displayed 
in the awakening and convincing of many souls. 

On the 5th Sabbath of September, the Sacrament of the 
Supper was administered at Muddy river. This has gene 
rally been considered the greatest, the most solemn and pow- 
erful time of any that had been heretofore. Every day of 
the occasion was marked with visible tokens of Gud’s pre- 
sence. At this time many persons were soletnnly awakened, 
and many distressed souls were relieved, by sweet, soul-sa- 
tisfying views of Jesus. It was a time of unspeakable com- 
fort, joy and peace among God’s people ; many of them feast- 
ed on the hidden manna, and felt the very dawnings of Hea» 
ven in their souls; they had sweet nearness and access to 
God, and found it easy to hold up the state of the church, the 
case of distressed awakened souls, and the pitiable condition of 
poor, unconverted sinners, before God. : 

On the last Sabbath in October, Messrs. Rankin, M‘Gee 
and myself administered the Sacrament of the Supper at the 
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Ridge, (a vacant congregation in the Cumberland settlements 
in the State of Tennessee): a very general revival, from that 
time, took place in that congregation, and still continues. 
And a very considerable number of all ages and descriptions 
of people have, we hope, experienced the reality of religion 
in their own souls. 

Through the winter, there was nothing very extraordinary 
noticeable in our congregations, unless some hopeful appear- 
‘ances that the Lord had not forsaken us. Persons awakened 
in the summer, still retained their convictions, although they 
did not appear so quick and lively as before. God’s people 
still retained their lively exercise in some degree, and now 
and then we could hear the happy tidings of some poor sin- 
ners hopefully brought to Christ. But for the most part, it 
was a time of weeping and mourning with the children of 
God. . 

But the present summer (viz. 1800) has been the most glo- 


- Yious time that our guilty eyes have ever beheld. All the 


blessed displays of Almighty power and grace, all the sweet 
gales of the divine Spirit, and soul-reviving showers of the 
blessings of Heaven which we enjoyed before, and which we 
considered wonderful beyond conception ; were but like a few 
scattering drops before a mighty rain, when compared with 
the overflowing floods of salvation, which the eternal, gracious 
Jehovah has poured out like a mighty river, upon this our 
guilty, unworthy country. The Lord has indeed shewed 
himself a prayer-hearing God : he has given his people a pray- 
ing spirit and a lively faithy and then he has answered their 
prayers far beyond their highest expectations. This wilder- 
ness and solitary place has been made glad ; this dreary desart 
now rejoices, and blossoms like the rose ; yea, it blossoms a- 
bundantly, and rejoices even with joy and singing. 

The first extraordinary manifestation of divine power was 
at Red river, where the Sacrament of the Supper was admi- 
nistered on the third Sabbath of June. This was indeed a 
blessed day of the Son of Man—The Lord afforded more than 
‘common light, life and zeal to his ministers, and more than 
‘common life to the exercise of his praying people. Upon 
every day of the occasion, there were visible tokens of the 
love and goodness of God. Christians were filled with joy 
and peace in believing; and poor distressed, condemned sin- 
ners were brought to see the glory and fulness of a crucified 
Jesus, and to feel the power and efficacy of his merits and 
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atonément.—But Monday was indeed the great day of the 
feast: Mr. Hodge preached a powerful, moving sermon, 
from Job, xxii. 21. During the sermon, a woman, who 
had been many months under deep convictions, I trust, was 
brought to Christ, and could not refrain from breaking out 
into an amazing rapture of joy and adoration, for a few min- 
utes. At the close of the sermon, a dreadful, striking solem- 
nity overspread the whole ‘assembly—the vast multitude were 
all ‘in tears—awakened sinners were struck with’ such keen, 
piercing convictions, that many of them fell tothe ground, 
and roared out in extreme anguish, ** What shall I do to be 
saved?” Some of God’s dear children ‘were filled with a 
sense of the love and goodness of God in Christ fo their souls, 
like bottles filled with new wine, till their bodily strength was 
almost gone. It was truly affecting to see little boys and 
girls, of nine, ten, and twelve years of age, and ‘some younger, 
lying prostrate on the ground, weeping, praying and crying 
out for mercy, like condemned criminals at the place-of exe: 
cution ; and that in the presence of the myltitude. We have 
reason to believe that the number truly and savingly brought 
to Christ, on this occasion, and till the T uesday night fol- 


jowing, were about ten persons. 
{To be continued. ] 


THE PANDARAM. 
{Concluded from page 119.} 


ae > Gee 


WARNING LETTER 


From the College of Pandarams, at Tarmaburam, in the kingdom of 
Tanjore, to ARUNASALEM PanpasaraM, at Cuddalore. 


ee + oe 





"Pe grace of Siwen, the creator, redeemer and destroyer, 
be effectual in the soul of Arunasalem. If you enquire into 
the reason of our writing this letter to you, know then: You 
were on a journey to the holy place ef Cashy, and behold, 
by the cunning fraud of that arch enemy, the devil, your 


great wisdom and understanding have been so blinded, ‘that. 


you were not ashamed to go at Cuddalore to the low and base 
nation of Franks and European people, who are no better 
than the Pareiars, and that to hear and be instructed in their 
dlespicable wedam, (i. e. religion). O, in what an amaze- 
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ment were we thrown/at the hearing of this! The moment 
we heard it, we, met in the divine presence* of the Head of 
-sacred College,of Pandarams, and consulted on this event. 
deed we are rl in an ecean of sorrow... It is-needless ta 
write many words on. the subject, to a man of )your under- 
standing. Did, you belong to. the cursed. pepulace, many 
words might be necessary. Remember, Arunasalem, your 
change is like a king turning Pareiar.t ‘Whathave you want. 
ed amongst us? Had you, not honour and subsistence stffi« 
cient ?. It is. inconceivable what could move you to bring such 
a stain on the: character of a. Pandaram. We must impute 
this misfortune that has befallen you, to a crime you have 
committed against God in your former generation.{ . Cen- 
sider, Arunasalem, the noble blood of the Tondamar from 
whence you sprang. You associate yourself to the basest 
people, that eat of the flesh of cows and bullecks; can any 
wisdom be amongst them! ‘The moment yow receive this 
letter, return again to this place ; may Siwen give you un- 
derstanding. 
This is the divine Oracle, written at the command of 
his Holiness, the Head of the Pandarams, at Tar- 
maburam. 


ee os 


Answer of Arunasalem Pandaram, now called Arahananden, 
which is the same as Fohannes. 

The grace of Parabara Wastu, who is Jehovah the living 
God, the very blessed Creator and Preserver in the universe, 
fill the souls of all Pandarams at T'armaburam. I have re- 
ceived your letter, and have read the contents with true com- 
passion ?—-W ill you know the reason? It is this ; you havé 
unaccountably forsaken the living God, the eternal Creator 
of all that exists ; and have given the honour due to him to. 
the creature. You think yourselves wise, though fallen into 
the most dreadful foolishness. You worship the arch enemy 
of all that is good, the, Devil.—You give divine honour to 
men who were born of father and mother, and who during 


* These Pandarams are so excessively proud, that they h have persuaded 
the silly people to look upon them as gods. They are commonly saluted, 
Tanhiran, god 

+ Pareiars are the lowest and basest Cast dmong the Malabars. 

The Malabars believe a metempsychosis for seven generations. When 
a misfortune befals them, they impute it to a sin committed they know 
not how, in their former generation. 
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their life have been notorious fornicators, adulterer’s, rogues 
atid murderers. In your religious books are related the ob= 
scenest facts, whereby lusty the fite of Satan, is furiously 
kindled at an instant. My heart melts within me. I weep 
over you. Fourteen years have f been witness of your in= 
famous worship in your pagodas ; and I am in my conscience 
convinced, that you are in the road that leads directly to hell 
and eternal ruin. How holy, how majestic is God, described 
in thé wedam of the Christians? You call them a base and 
ignorant people, but this is owing to your pride, which cometh 
fon that proud spirit Satan. Come, my dear friends, and 
worship with me the God who made you. Be not deceived 
to expiate your sin by washifig ard sacrifice of Lingam: the 
Christians alone havé an expiatory sacrifice worthy of God. 
When I think on your blindness, my heart pitieth yous You 
know the integrity of my life ; and you never heard scandal 
of me: Could you then think, that [ should renounce the 
religion of my fathers, without conviction of its falsehood 
and dreadful tendency? The God of infinite compassion 


hath delivered me, wretched sitimer, out of Satan’s captivity. 


Your promises of honour and riches touch me not. [ have 
the hopes of an everlasting kingdom: You also can inherit it 
when you will repent. have changed my religion, but not 
my cast. By becoming a Christian, I did not turn an En- 
glishman: Iam yeta ‘Tondaman. Never did the priest of 
this place, desire of me any thing contrary to my cast. Never 
did he bid me to eat cow-flestror beef, neither have I seen 
him eat it, or any of the Tamulian Christians, though such a 
thing be not sinful in itself. Turn to the living God: So 
writeth Aruhananden,; formerly a Pandaram, tut now a diss 
ciple of the blessed Jesus. 


RIAA ES CP 
ATHEISTICAL SOCIETY. 








Glasgow, Jan, 4, 1803. 


A NEW Corresponding Society has started up iti France, for 
the express purpose of promulgating Atheistical doctrines, 
lest the revival of Popery should extinguish the éw light 
which has conducted the Freneli to so mueh moral atid polit. 
ical felicity. 
































FOR THE MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


ED > ies 





Princeton, April 9th, 1803. 
Mz. Davis, 

Having a thorough conviction of the utility of the work in which you are 
engaged, (Missionary Magazine,) and being earnestly solicitous for its 
firm and liberal support, I cannot but conceive it to be the duty of every 
one concerned for, and interested in the success of the work, to fur- 
nish such materials for its eniargement, as he may either possess or be 
able to procure. Under this impression, I transmit for insertion, in 
some humble corner of your Magazine, (if it be-thought worthy a place 
there,) an attempt to translate a French translation of the famous Tz 
Deum; perfectly conscious, at the same time, of its small pretensions 
to poetic merit ; and a subjoined request, that it may be suppressed, un- 
less there be found in it greater merits than those displayed m the com- 
position. I would conclude with observing, that the translation is nearly 
as close as the genius of each language would admit of. 

Whether the piece meet with approbation or rejection, that the Mission- 
ary Magazine may be one of the very eminent and successful vehicles 
for the universal promulgation of that gospel which proclaims “ Peace 
on earth and good will to men;” and that it. may be supported by all 
the liberality and zeal which the arduousness and excellence of the work 











deserve, is the ardent wish of, Dear Sir, 
Your friend and servant, 
PILGRIM. 
TE DEUM. 


Great God we praise thee and adore thy name, 
And to thine honour sound the hallowed ines, 
The universe which from thy power came, 
Owns thee its maker, sovereign, and sire. 

2 
Thrones and dominions, virtues, spirits blest, 
Who on thy works of wondrous power gaze, 
Cherubic and seraphic powers confess, 
And angels chaunt incessantly thy praise. 

3. 
Holy! holy! holy! (fill their lays) 
The: God of te 4, s universal king ;' 
Heaven, earth and sea, creation—all shall praise, 
Thy power and greatness, all thy works shall sing. 











Poetry. 


PAUSE FIRST. 
he 
All speak thy pow’r, thy wisdom infinite, 
Thy faithfulness, thy wondrous bounty own; 
Apostles, prophets, martyrs, saints delight 
With one accord to sing what thou hast done. 
| , 5. Meee 
The waring church, where Jesu’s name is known, 
With that which triumphs in the realms above, 
Eternal Father, to thine only Son 
Approach to render offerings of love. 
6. 
All celebrate thy name, O Saviour King! 
Thy spirit praise, who guides us to thy throne ; 
Oh Jesus, King of glory! thee we sing, 
Our brother, spouse and chief! God’s only Son. 
PAUSE SECOND. 
7. 
Incarnate thou (to wrest us from the doom 
Our crimes had bought us) all the world to save, 
Becam’st the fruit of a chaste Virgin’s womb, 
To give fall’n rebels vict’ry o’er the grave! 
iy 8. 
Thou stoopedst, thou—almighty king of kings! 
On the curs’d tree a painful death to die, 
Death thus disarm’d, now no longer stings, 
And endless glory greets us in the sky ! 
9. 
Thou only, hast to us the kingdom shewn, 


Where “in high places” thou our Lord dost reign, 


At th’ Father’s right hand is thy shining throne, 
Angels of light surrounding, form thy train. 


PAUSE THIRD. 

10, 
Thou wilt resuscitate our mould’ring clay, 
And thou wilt judge the living and the dead, 
Wilt for the sake of those thou lov’st, display 
Thine arm and power; for those thy mercy led. 

11, | 
Them hast thou ransom’d with thy precious blood, 
Make them victorious overall their foes, 
Thy people save, thine heritage bless, O God ! 
Thy heaven, thy glory be their sweet repose ! 
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160 Poetry. 
i2. 
Lord by thy spirit guide thy children dear, 
On each of them thy daily bounties show’r, 
And henceforth be our wills inclin’d whilst here, 
Aloud to praise the greatness of thy pow’r! 
) 13. 
Guard us from sinning ’gainst thee in these days, 
May th’ fire of thy love inflame each heart ; 
Eternal! pardon, bless, and grant us grace, 
And in our pressing needs thy strength impart. 
~ 44, 
O God, our hopes rest on thy bounteous will, 
In hours adverse thou only canst us aid ; 
Make glad our days, with peace our spirits fill, 
Then shall confusion ne’er our trust invade ! 


2 








AN ADDRESS TO IMPENITENT SINNERS. 


————? + 


SHounp death now summons you away, 
Should God to judgment eall you hence, 
How could you stand in that dread day ? 
What could you say in your defence? 


His mercy you have much abus’d, 
His sov’reign power you've oft defied, 
Salvation through his Son refus’d, 
And by your works his law denied, 


But God shall whet his glitt’ring sword, 
Shall set his terrors in array, 

On you pronounce that fearful word, 
Depart! accursed, hence away ! 


Strange horrors then will seize your frame, 
Unusual pangs your heart surprise, 

While down you sink amidst that flame, 
From which you never can arise. 


No more shall sleep your eye-lids close, 
Ne more shall death regard your call, 
No more your bodies find repose, 

But dwell in fire through ages all. 


